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metriea de DIMENSIONE FIGVIfAl{U M, Author e 
Davide Gregorio, in Academia Fdinburgenli Matbefe- 
as Profe/forc. Fdinburgi in 4 0 . 1684- II* E 
Taillcr las Arbres I'ruiticrs j ti un 'Trait de L'ufage dcs 
1'ruit.s dcs Arbres, a Paris in 12. 1 6 8 3. 


A further account of the Bridg at Pont St- Efprit, 
whereof before^ Numb. 1 60. together with a paral¬ 
lel Hi deny cffoine other Bridges at Rome : In a 
Letter from the ingenious Mr. Tankred Robinloti 
to Dr. Martin Lifter. 

S ince my lall concerning the Bridge at Pont St.Ef- 
prit, I have found fomctliing more in that kind for 
your further divcrlion; I doe not doubt but you 
fbll retain a frefli Idea of the ftately ruins of the Modern 
Bridge at Avignon, which hath yielded in many places 
to the extreme rapidity, and violence of the Lbofnc. 
Its fall in my opinion may be alcribd to three detects „• 
firlt, it was not lo Multangular, as that at St. llfprit : Se¬ 
condly, it wanted in ^ or 4 places, the little Arches divid¬ 
ing the feet of the great ones, and in thole parts it hath 
fuller'd molt; for where thole ufeful fluces are, there I 
obferv’d the bridge to hand ‘till the molt entire. Third¬ 
ly, the Pedeftals (or as you very properly call them, Hori¬ 
zontal Arches ) were not fo Geometrically and exactly 
laid, as thofe of PontSt.E(prit,t heir jettings out were few, 
and they not gradually contracted, fo that the force of 
the Itream mult be the greater upon the Fabrick. 

Now that we are upon this fort of Tlijiory, I will ven¬ 
ture to carry you from the Rbojhe to the Tyber, which, 
though not lo Iwift as the Lfofhe, yet is lubjedt to greater 
inundations, as many inferiptions allure us. No Liver 

ever. 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 









[ 7*3 ] 

ever had lo many bridges built with that magnificence 
and art, as this; and though they were more pompous, 
and rich in rare ftones, in Sculpture, &c- than that I for¬ 
merly lent you a draught of from Montpelier j yet they 
had the like provifion for their lecurity, and preferva- 
tion, and their defign was much the fame which may be 
icen at Pytme this very day in the old Pons Milvius (now 
Ponte nolle) near the via plaminia ; in the marble re¬ 
mains of the Pons Abmilius (repair'd with rich materials 
by Antoninus Pius) on the fide of the J{ipa, or Trajlcvere , 
near the root of the Aventine hill, where firft the Pons 
Subitems floods as alfo in the Pons pabntius and the 
Cejhiis , that leads over to the Infula Tiberina • in all which 
there are. It ill very fair marks of the old lioman Itrudture, 
and defign; and if that prodigious City had not been 
knock't fo often to peices by barbarous Sackers, we might 
have had (till as clear proofs from the other bridges j vtp. 
The Pons Triumpbalis , the Scnatorius, 3 c. But Gothijh i 
and Northern torrents broke all before them, 

I have here, Sir, according to your commands, drawn 
up in writing thole thoughts, which I mentioned the 
other day to you; So I relt, 

s / ^ 

Tour very Plumbic Servant 

TAN. ROBINSON. 
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